BLACKWATER RIVER. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 23 July 1856 



COPY “ of any Litter or Refort addressed to the Admiralty, by Captain 
Frazer, r. n., during the present Year, on the subject of the Obstructions 
to the Navigation of the River Blackwater 



Admiralty, 

5 August 1850./ 



George Worth , 

For the Chief Clerk, 



q. , H. M. Surveying Ketch “ Sparrow,” 

T air ’ . Ballycottin Bay, 17 July 1850. 

i only received your letter of the 6th instant, on the subject of the fishing 
^letters™ 6 B ackwater ’ tIle da y be f° re yesterday, on sending into Dungeness 

„ It . wa ® m Y intention to have reported upon those weirs as soon as the survey 
ot the Blackwater ‘could he put in a presentable form ; time, which could not 
be spared, while out-door operations were being carried on. As it is however 
your desire that I should report as early as possible, I hasten to do so now, and 
regret I cannot send the Plan at the same time. 

I have the honour to inform you, that in the River Blackwater, between 
Youghal and Lismore, a distance of 19 miles, there are altogether no less than 
o4 fishing weirs ; four below the wooden bridge near Youghal, and 30 above it. 

Below the bridge, the first weir, which is nearly half-a-mile in length, is just 
within the ferry point, and runs nearly parallel to it, its head being a short distance 
within the point, from whence runs another arm, about 250 yards upwards. 
About three-quarters of a mile above this, is the second weir, which is also of 
great length, its head being rather below low-water mark, and extends into high- 
water. One-third of a mile further is the third weir, situated at low-water, and 
running halfway to the shore. The fourth is a small weir just below the bridge. 

From above the bridge to Cappoquin (16 miles), there are 30 weirs, which I 
need not particularize farther than to state, that 16 of them are on the east, and 
12 on the west side of the river ; the remaining two in the centre. 

Many of these weirs appear to me to be very objectionable, especially those 
extending from bights or hays, and which are in every case carried to beyond 
the natural low-water curve, and almost to the middle of the river ; they have 
accumulated deposit to such an extent, as to make their extremities the actual 
low-water mark. 

Most of the Blackwater weirs are quite close, being basketed up with wicker- 
work, and therefore admirably adapted to intercept and catch all matter carried 
in suspension, and to cause its deposit 

The weirs below the bridge are, I consider, unobjectionable, as they are so 
placed as to give a better direction to the scour, and, therefore, improvement to 
the channel or harbour-water. 

When the vast extent of the catchment basin, which discharges itself by this 
river is taken into account, and the immense scour that must take place at times, 
during the freshes, any obstruction to its free discharge must be injurious ; and 
indeed the upper weirs clearly prove this to be the case, as some of them, which 
run in a direction across the river, are in consequence, backed up with banks of 
sand and shingle, which dry at low-water. 

684. I am 
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I am of opinion that almost all weirs tend more or less to do harm, although 
many may be so circumstanced as not in any way to interfere with its navigation. 

I do not feel competent to offer an opinion as regards their effects upon the 
fish of a river ; I may, however, presume to remark, that the style of weir used 
in the Blackwater, being so very close, must tend in a great measure, I think, 
to cause that great scarcity in the quantity of salmon so much complained of 
lately,' for they each tide catch enormous quantities of salmon-fry, which it is 
a common thing to see the country people carry away in baskets full ; a fact 
I witnessed several times, and which 1 am assured by an intelligent person con- 
versant with the question, does a vast amount of damage to the salmon fishery. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) George Alex. Frazer, 

Rear Admiral Sir Francis Beaufort, k. c. b., Commandei. 

Hydrographer. 
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